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SUBJECT: 62ND ECOSOC: US CANDIDACY FOR REFLECTION TO HUMAN 
RIGHTS COMMISSION 

REF: STATE 97887 

1 . BDG PLANS TO SUPPORT US CANDIDACY FOR REFLECTION 
TO HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION. 

2. AS INSTRUCTED REFTEL, ECON COUNSELOR DELIVERED MAY 
3 DIPLOMATIC NOTE TO BANGLADESH MINISTRY OF FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS DIRECTOR FOR INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS, 

ANWARUL KARIM CHOWDHURY. CHOWDHURY, NOTING THAT 
AUSTRALIA. FRANCE END FRG HAD ALREADY MADE REPEATED 
APPROACHES TO MFA, SAID HE HAD EXPEXTED USG DEMARCHE. 

HE SAID TTAT IN VIEW OF PRESIDENT CARTER'S STRONG 
INTEREST IN HUMAN RIGHTS MATTERS BDG HAD ALREADY 
DECIDED TO SUPPORT US CANDIDACY FOR REELECTION AND 
HAD SENT "TENTATIVE" INSTRUCTIONS TO BDG PERMREP IN 
NEW YORK TO SUPPORT US. CHOWDHURY EXPLAINED THAT 
PERMREP WAS FOLLOWING THIS ISSUE CLOSELY "ON THE 
GROUND" AT ECOSOC MEETING, AND IMPLIED THERE FAINT 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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POSSIBILITY THAT BDG DECISION TO SUPPORT US MIGHT YET 
CHANGE. CHOWDHURY ASKED THAT DECISION TO SUPPORT US 
BE HELD IN CONFIDENCE TO AVOID POSSIBLE EMBARRASSMENT. 

3. COMMENT. FACT THAT BDG HAD DECIDED, PRIOR US 
DEMARCHE, TO SUPPORT US CANDIDACY IS MOST REASSURING. 

ECON COUNSELOR INFERRED THAT BDG STILL DECIDING WHICH 
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TWO OF OTHER THREE WEO CANDIDATES TO SUPPORT. HOWEVER, 

BDG COMMITMENT TO US IS APPARENTLY NOT ABSOLUTELY 
WATERTIGHT AND WE SUGGEST USUN MAY WISH TO DOUBLE CHECK 
IN NEW YORK. 

MASTERS 
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